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A REPORT on inner trends and forecasts of significant developments, dedicated to the preservation of the American way and a free democratic economy by 
the revival and extension of Christian sharing and the prevention of war by the revelation and correction of the causes of war. WE BELIEVE that Christ’s 
teachings are the measurement of truth; that in Christian progress society will move forward constructively and naturally, thus avoiding the curse of violent 
changes as represented by the evils of communism, E ARE CONVINCED that the American answer for both communism and democratic socialism is a re- 
vitalized Christian capitalism that promotes closer management-worker cooperation, greater worker participation in ownership, profit-sharing, systems of pen- 


sions or security out < production and other forms of applied Christian sharing. 
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means to set our country right. WE HOLD this to be the highest service to patriotism and to God. 
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British Achievement 

The constant hammering in 
American press channels on the 
sins and failures of British social- 
ism, and the picturing of the pres- 
ent day socialistic Briton as some- 
one indolently subsisting on 
American handouts, has so warp- 
ed our public mind that few are 
aware of the turn of events in 
England. In its New Year’s World 
Business Review, the N. Y. Times 
reported that British production 
continues to rise above all past rec- 
ords, that 1950 production is 7 
per cent above 1949 ond 30 per 
cent above 1947 levels and that all 
production is well above all pre- 
war totals. It is evident, reports 
the Times financial writers, that 
Britain is “rapidly approaching the 
day when she can pay her way.” 
The Worldover Press also reports 
that Parliament stood and cheered 
at the news that Britain was on 
her own and would no longer re- 
ceive American aid! 

The British people did not turn 
left-wing and “start down the road 
to communism” as voices in this 
country have insideously insisted. 
British capitalism was wrecked by 
the impoverishment of two wars. 
Shortages of every kind forced 
them to institute severe controls 
to conserve what was left, controls 
which wrested from the hand of 
wealth the right for a few to have 
far more than they needed while 
most had far too little. The old-line 
eanitalists of Britain, rejecting the 
American capitalism’s practice of 
plowing back profits so that more 
wealth could be created, had re- 
fused to modernize their industrial 
p'ants. When the war ended, Brit- 
ain’s industrial system was on the 
veree of collapse, — worn out and 
out-moded by the failure to mod- 
ernize. British capitalists had 
squeezed the last possible shilling 
of profit out of the old machines 
and had put as little as possible 
back. Only the support and the 


power of the state could undertake 
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Do you have THE GREAT ALTERNATIVE? 

This new book by Charles A. Wells, editor of Between The 
Lines, is a condensed, to-the-point study of the six most pressing 
problems of our day, an enlightening, hope-inspiring outline of how 
we may begin today — as individuals and as communities — to find 
The Great Alternative. 

It answers many important questions: how American eco- 
nomic freedom can avoid socialism and conquer the threat of com- 
munism; the key part the Bible has played in the struggle between 
communism and freedom; the ending of the white supremacy and 
the beginning of man’s greatest era of brotherhood; the suppressed 
story of the atom bomb and how atomic power is more likely to 
bring peace than world-wide destruction, etc. 

Order ONE OR MORE copies of The Great Alternative 
and put it to work among your friends. 

Illustrated by the author; 144 pages (correcting our last an- 
nouncement of 128 pages). A handsome, hard cover, permanent 
book. Regular edition $2 postpaid, — or special gift edition in slip 
case and autographed $2.50 postpaid. Send orders to: 

Between The Lines, Box 269, Demarest, New Jersey 











X-Ray and Foreeast 


HE AMERICAN PEOPLE have seldom been so confused, be- 

wildered. Congressmen are distressed over their mail, — letters 
revealing a growing distrust and lack of confidence, — “If losing Korea 
is not so serious, then why are our boys in Korea in the first place?”, 
and “Why have we sacrificed the lives of thousands of boys with thou- 
sands upon thousands wounded if Korea was not of primary strategic 
importance?”; “If Korea was important enough to fight over, why wasn’t 
it important enough to get sufficient support and supplies out there to 
give our boys at least a fair and fighting chance?”; “This is America’s 
first military defeat in history. What’s happened to our leadership to 
get caught in such a trap?” Mail like that has been heaping high on 
congressmen’s desks and it bites in, whether the congressman is a 
Democrat or a Republican. For, while the politicians are still playing 
politics with the Korean war, the people, in their anxiety and their con- 
fusion, have left politics far behind. 

But there would not be confusion if people had the facts. That’s 
the rub. People are confused because they are inadequately informed, 
because so much of the news is weighted to favor or protect one view- 
point or another. While there are many sincere editors who will print 
all the facts they can get, yet most of the press and radio in America is 
biased one way or another. For instance, most wealthy publishers are 
anti-Truman, anti-Administration, and sidle along with the rigid mili- 
tary viewpoint, scarcely mentioning any of the large-scale military 
blundering of past months. Such publishers and radio voices love to 
skin Secretary Acheson but will not touch Gen. MacArthur. They 
will scalp Truman but will never mention that Truman has been pushed 
into his biggest boners by GOP pressure. They will cut the throat of 
the UN but never touch the fact that the UN has been kept weak and 
ineffective by the underground maneuvering of powerful American in- 
terests. 


Here, briefly, are the crucial factors that we must keep in mind: 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Facts About Co-ops 

This winter you will see and 
hear, via press and radio, an all- 
out campaign attacking the coop- 
erative movement in America. 
This campaign is being pushed by 
The National Tax Equality Associ- 
ation, which for years has made 
war against the cooperative move- 
ment. The first part of the cam- 
paign will be electrical transcrip- 
tions or spot radio announcements. 
Many of these records have al- 
ready been used. The transcrip- 
tions are sent free-of-charge to 
radio stations with the suggestion 
that the local station contact local 
merchants to pay for the use of 
the anti-co-op material on local 
stations. The newspaper campaign 
consists of ready-made mats of ad- 
vertisements, also to be sold to 
local merchants by the local press. 

The usual NTEA line, which 
declares the co-ops do not pay 
taxes, will be followed. This at- 
tack ignores completely the well- 
known fact that cooperatives pay 
24 different types of Federal, 
State and local taxes. Also less 
than half of the existing coopera- 
tives take advantage of the Fed- 
eral income tax exemption pro- 
vided for agricultural cooperatives, 
which meet rigid qualifications 
specified in the tax laws. 

The radio and newspaper ad- 
vertising campaigns will be direct- 
ed towards putting pressure on 
Congress, which faces the need 
for stepping up taxes. Very little 
is known about the National Tax 
Equality Association except that it 
presents itself to the average busi- 
ness man as an organized group 
representing the “small 
interests.” However, Seaton Fair- 
field recently published data in th 
“Reporter” magazine of October 
in which he revealed details of the 
big business background and sup- 
port of the NTEA. He describes 
the NTEA as one of America’s 
most extravagant lobbies drawing 


its resources from many of Ameri- 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 


business 
















Facts About Co-ops 
(continued) 

ca’s biggest industrial concerns. 
He quotes the House Committee 
on Small Business, which he says 
shows the NTEA to be in league 
with the National Association of 
Business Men, which admittedly 
represents big business interests, 
the two being “like a pair of pants 
. .. firmly joined at the top.” 

It is refreshing to find some 
news channels not going all out 
for the NTEA propaganda drive. 
The Minnesota Editorial Associa- 
tion, in a letter to its member 
newspapers, cautioned them to be 
careful as they handled the NTEA 
propaganda material to “be sure 
of the truth and fairness of what- 
ever they publish, paid or unpaid, 
to keep faith with their readers 
and to protect the precarious 
freedom of the press.” As a re- 
sult of this official warning it is 
understood in Minnesota news cir- 
cles that many of the state’s news- 
papers will refuse to use the 
NTEA’s releases. 

Keep in mind that the strength 
of the co-op movement is in the 
wholesale and producing end, and 
not in the retail consumer co-ops 
which are a small branch of the 
movement. 

The real aim of the NTEA fight 
on the co-ops is not really centered 
on the tax question. Between The 
Lines has held the view that, if the 
co-ops are unjustly protected from 
taxes, an impartial tax commission 
should be appointed to study the 
situation and its report submitted 
to Congress. However, any study 
of the NTEA program reveals a 
determined effort to destroy the 
cooperative movement, irrespec- 
tive of its tax standing. Since the 
cooperative movement has proved 
to be a boon to capitalism and free 
enterprise in those countries where 
it has been most thoroughly devel- 
oped, such business groups as fight 
the co-ops in this country are 
short-sighted and ill-informed. The 
Federal Trade Commission of the 
U. S. Government has pointed out 
that the co-ops have very definite 
limitations. Outside of agriculture, 
only one other area so far has 
adopted the cooperative move- 
men with any degree of warmth. 
This is the area of the corner 
druggist, grocer and hardware 
dealer — the small retail merchant 
who has been forced almost to the 
wall by the cut-rate chain stores. 
Otherwise all co-op activities have 
centered chiefly in agricultural 
products, dairy, citrus, etc., and in 
the production of fertilizer and 
farm supplies for the farmer-pro- 
ducer. Co-op marketing, of 
course, has become one of the 
chief interests of the farmer in his 
effort to break the stranglehold of 
the food processing corporations, 


who for years bled the public with 
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X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 

WHY? So many now ask: Why did we go into Korea anyway? 
Because GOP pressure, mounting since Chiang Kai-shek’s collapse, to 
a great extent compelled Truman to act against the Red invasion of 
Korea. This view is sustained by the well-known fact that our military 
had already abandoned Korea as of insufficient strategic importance. 
But the °SO elections were coming up and the GOP charges piled high 
that the Administration had been “soft with the Communists.” With 
such GOP pressure behind him and the shock of Red aggression in 
front of him, Truman had to act. The heat was on the Administration 
for not having supported Chiang Kai-shek’s Nationalist government 
longer, although the loudest spokesmen for Chiang have never been 
able to deny, explain or soften the stark fact that the longer we helped 
Chiang, the more we gave him, the stronger the Chinese Red army be- 
came. Much of the stream of American supplies that were meant to 
bolster Chiang were going to the Red armies through the sieve of cor- 
ruption that surrounded Chiang, a situation that has always been played 
down in news reports. It was on the testimony of high-ranking Ameri- 
can generals that we had to face this dilemma. It would have been 
wonderful to have had Chiang do our fighting for us, — that we all 
agree, — but the drift had gone too far. Then later the squeeze was 
put on Truman for “abandoning” Chiang! 

RACE: Much confusion is also due to the racial factor involved 
which we have previously discussed and which is still spoken of only 
in hushed voices behind closed doors, leaving the American public com- 
pletely at loss to explain the fury of the Chinese and North Korean 
soldiers as they face our white troops, — and the cool neutrality of 
the brown men of India and their astute leader, Nehru. 

38TH PARALLEL: Tied to this — the racial issue — is the 
38th parallel mystery, — why Nehru and a great portion of the UN 
delegates urged that the northward push of the U.S.-UN white army be 
held at the 38th parallel and not be permitted to jab on into the sensi- 
tive frontiers of China. But the mystery about the 38th parallel only 
endures as public eyes are kept shut on the tense emotional racial 
factors involved. A good many incredibly blind and uncomprehending 
spokesmen in this country are still shouting “appeasement” when ref- 
erence is made to the 38th parallel as the point of crisis we failed to 
grasp as we mounted the U.S.-UN counter attack into North Korea. 

WHY UN HESITATION?: This brings up the touchy subject 
concerning why the UN has been so slow to proclaim Red China an 
aggressor nation, — a reluctance that has brought jeopardy to UN-USS. 
unity and influence. What Washington leaders and others are yet seem- 
ingly unable to discover is that the UN includes 17 nations of color — 
of the Far East or Near East (and one or two more, such as Turkey, 
which stand on the margin with sympathies that could be tilted either 
way) — and that these 17 added to the vote of the Russian bloc would 
split the UN wide open on the point of East-West cleavage. Such a 
split would be disastrously difficult to heal. These 17 nations, many of 
them our friends, feel that we have been insensitive, brash and blind 
in the onrush of our white armies towards the Chinese frontier, even 
though we carried the UN banners. While it is true the UN gave its 
o.k. for the advance beyond the 38th parallel, they gave it with re- 
luctance (there was much complaint about their delay then) and with 
the hope and expectation that Gen. MacArthur and the white armies 
would move with restraint and caution in the tense upper areas of 
North Korea and not with the brazen braggadocio of “We'll clean up 
by Christmas” psychology which sprung the trap that engulfed us. 


EW ELEMENT: Perhaps the newest and one of the most impor- 
tant causes for the confusion, especially within Government ranks, 
is the fact that our military strategists, generals, etc., have been out- 
thought, out-maneuvered and out-classed by the Communist military 
leaders. It is a painful thing to admit but even the conservative and 
authoritative U. S. News, on Dec. 22, boldly reflected that our admirals 
and generals have been wrong on most of their plans and estimates. 
The Chinese General Lin Piao who commanded the Chinese advance 
is famous everywhere but in the English-speaking world (!) as “the 
general who fights with geography.” There are some very red faces 
under some very top brass hats all the way from Tokyo to Washington 
over the fact that MacArthur launched the Christmas wind-up at the 
foot of some mountain ranges that of necessity divided the American 
armies and left them badly exposed in what our strategists considered 
“inoperable” mountain areas which nonetheless Gen. Lin operated in 
and out of very handily and effectively! 
Moreover, it is now an admitted fact that the Chinese armies did 
not overwhelm our armies with numbers (See U. S. News, Dec. 22). 
Gen. Lin apparently, with some show of insolence, used about the same 
number of men we had in our forces, holding his much larger hosts in 
reserve until we were in full retreat. He did not use air cover which 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Facts About Co-ops 
(continued) 
high prices at one end, while they 
held the farmers’ income down 
at the other. 

The Cooperative News Service 
reports that “In Philadelphia one 
druggist’s co-op has over 1,800 
members, while in the Minne- 
apolis-St. Paul area 1,000 druggists 
‘buy co-op’ through their regional 
wholesale warehouse . . . The cold 
fact remains that a vast host of 
businessmen have learned how, 
through cooperation, they can in- 
crease their individual profits by 
eliminating unnecessary costs in 
the transit of goods from producer 
to consumer. In Boston 225 re- 
tail grocers organized a coopera- 
tive; they adopted a slogan, ‘Co- 
operation is not a sentiment, it is 
an economic necessity’.” 

The genius of the cooperative 
movement has been its method of 
helping the small businessman to 
keep free and independent in the 
face of increasing dominance of 
the large corporations, who, not 
through evil intent but by the very 
nature of corporate growth, have 
increasingly sought to dominate 
the production and retail field. It 
is significant that those nations 
like Finland, Sweden and Den- 
mark which have maintained a 
high degree of free enterprise and 
prosperity under the very shadow 
of communism as the Red tide 
swept through all of southeast 
Europe, were the countries where 
the cooperative movement has 
been strong. 





British Achievement 

(continued) 
the vast modernization task that 
would be needed to save Britain 
from a great disaster. The peo- 
ple voted for the changes needed 
and wealth was brought into a 
forced allegiance with human 
need. The sturdy British charac- 
ter has seen to it that the loss of 
liberty should be held at a mini- 
mum. There have been excesses 
of bureaucracy and bureaucratic 
blundering. The Tory Party has 
performed effectively as the pow- 
er-in-opposition to check these ex- 
cesses. 

Britain now begins to emerge 
and if another war does not en- 
gulf her we will soon see England 
steadily undertaking a return to 
free economy, holding to those 
social advances that the people 
feel are essential to modern life. 
The path of socialism will lead 
back to a restored free enterprise 
rather than on to communism as 
has been so vociferously predicted 
in this country. We do not report 
this with any intention of endors- 
ing or defending socialism, but in 
defense of the truth. The Ameri- 
can economy has no place nor 
need for socialism but we need 
the truth. 


Loophole Plugged 


Between The Lines reported a 
year ago on the crisis gathering 
over the growing power of mo- 
nopoly in American industry. Here 
is the recent score as Sen. O’Con- 
nor presented it to Congress: in 
1909, the 200 largest corporations 
owned 30 per cent of the assets 
of all corporations; by 1929 they 
owned 48 per cent; by the early 
°30’s it was 55 per cent. In 1946 
10 per cent of all American cor- 
porations owned 49 per cent of all 
corporation assets; 2 per cent own- 
ed 78 per cent; 8 per cent owned 
89 per cent; 12 per cent owned 
92 per cent. In other words, one- 
eighth of the corporations owned 
all but 8 per cent of the assets of 
all corporations. By _ contrast, 
here’s the picture for the smaller 
corporations with assets of 
$50.000 or less: 45 per cent of the 
number of corporations owned less 
than | per cent of the assets. 
Here’s another way to summarize 
the facts: the four largest compa- 
nies in the field produce between 
90 and 95 per cent of all cigarettes, 
electric lamps and telephone and 
telegraph equipment; the four 
largest companies produce 80 to 
88 per cent of all flat glass and 
rubber footwear; the four largest 
companies produce 74 to 79 per 
cent of all typewriters, soap, 
phonograph — records, _ synthetic 
fibres, tin cans and tinware, sew- 
ing machines, tires and inner tubes, 
cereals and distilled liquors. 

The usual news sources have, 
for the most part, remained silent 
on this issue, out of respect for 
the great financial bastions of the 
country which exert such a pow- 
erful influence on all matters per- 
taining to public information. 
This silence was maintained all 
during the crucial inquiries and 
debates in Congress until it came 
as a shock to many laymen when 
Congress passed a bill (which had 
been before Congress in one form 
or another for 20 years) that puts 
an end to the pyramiding of in- 
dustrial power in America — un- 
less corporation lawyers find an- 
other way of getting around the 
law. The original anti-trust law 
had such a loop hole in it. While 
laws had been enacted forbidding 
corporations from conniving to 
control markets and prices, and to 
curb and kill competition, the 
corporation lawyers by - passed 
such restrictions by arranging mer- 
gers in which the great companies 
legally combined their ownership 
and thus could exert the monopo- 
listic controls they sought. The 
new law recently passed bv Con- 
gress closes such a loop hole by 
forbidding one company from 
buying or “absorbing” the stock 
of another if such a merger would 
substantially reduce competition. 


Two great American corporations, 
(continued third col., THIS page) 


HER FOUNDATION 










ee ae: 





« i iil 








(Ml 


ae 









ih! EE 


! | | Sa 
M MW f 


= 
U mantll 


} 








a 
- 7 r 
bh tm (FG fe Ke 








The relationship of American liberty to the word of God is 
a matter of historical record. The men and women who settled 
this country and established its laws were intimately familiar 
with the Bible. The great phrases of the scripture are inter-woven 
through all our historical documents; its doctrines are almost in- 
separably bound to the traditions of our jurisprudence. But one 
of the most distressing bents of our day is that people no longer 
know the Bible. We cannot keep democracy if we forsake its 
foundations. 


X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


he had and could have used and also did not employ the noted Soviet 
artillery tactic until we were in retreat. The Chinese general did use 
the mountains and the wiry, tireless fanaticism of his swiftly moving, 
lightly armed troops, seasoned and acclimated to the deadly cold, — 
used them against our brave but improperly deployed, cold and unac- 
climated although heavily armed columns. 

RE-APPRAISAL: This strange new type of warfare compels a 
complete reappraisal of what we face if we are to undertake the mili- 
tary containment of revolutionary armies on any land front. And while 
the facts are still being largely suppressed, it is obvious that every re- 
sponsible lay mind should be alerted to such an epochal development. 

A revolutionary fighting man, indoctrinated with flaming en- 
thusiasm for his cause, lightly armed though he may be, will out-march, 
out-endure the traditional soldier of unquestioned bravery and _ skill, 
who doggedly fights in a war he hates and is slugging through “to get 
it over with and to get home.” This element is especially heightened 
when the revolutionary is fighting close to his own soil and the slug- 
ging American doughboy is seven or eight thousand miles from home. 
As one lieutenant wrote us “I wouldn’t mind if it were all for good old 
St. Louis, but it is to ‘save’ a row of mud huts I wish to God I'd never 
seen and hope to God I never see again.” 

NO, THIS IS NOT AN EXPRESSION OF ISOLATIONISM. 
This is a problem of military strategy which has now become as cold, 
real and hard as a bayonet. It is this unfolding problem, little known 
or understood by the American public, that has created perhaps the 
deepest confusion in official Washington circles. For it is an element 
of moral and spiritual substance that our military minds have hardly 
ever dealt with and find it hard to grasp. All traditional military for- 
mulas are shattered when such a factor becomes paramount, — so 
unlike all of our previous military experience — the stubborn methodi- 
cal German onslaughts and the tricky, also methodical but routine 
Japanese techniques. The philosophy of arms has always been that 
“trained and seasoned troops with superior fire-power strategically de- 
ployed win battles.” But here suddenly are armies trained and season- 
ed but with very inferior fire-power that ignore all the proud strategies 
by clamoring over impassable mountains, scattering through trackless 

(continued on NEXT page) 





Loophole Plugged 
(continued) 
the National Carborundum Com- 
pany and the Minnesota Mining 
and Manufacturing Co., makers 
of abrasives, announced that they 
had dropped their plans for mer- 
ger when the new law was passed. 





Management “Featherbeds’’ 
Too: The public hears much 
about the “feather bedding” prac- 
tices of railroad workers, truck 
drivers, etc. But when “feather 
bedding” practices are found on 
management’s side, the public 
hears little. 

The Post Office Department 
and General Accounting Office of 
the Federal Government has 
launched charges, in a report pre- 
pared for the Senate, that the rail- 
road corporations have been 
“feather bedding” in the handling 
of mail and express cars. Sen. 
Humphrey, in explaining this in- 
dictment, points out that the Post 
Office has been compelled to pay 
railroads the full car rate not only 
for cars hauling mail, but also for 
empty cars making ‘“deadhead” 
return trips. These round trip 
rates apply mostly to parcel post 
mail, which is carried in most any 
type of car available — baggage, 
express, milk cars and such. These 
empty “deadhead” cars cost Uncle 
Sam 31 million dollars last year. 
A partial check-up by the Post 
Office Department indicates that 
20 per cent of the claims filed by 
the railroads were incorrect with 
evidence showing that the rail- 
roads have even issued instructions 
not to load any other traffic in 
cars that could be returned empty, 
so they could collect the “dead- 
head” mail pay, for the roads real- 
ize more from running an empty 
car than hauling a full one. Ac- 
cording to an account in the Rail- 
road Brotherhood weekly, “La- 
bor”, empty refrigerator cars, for 
example, were transported east 
from the West Coast to obtain 
“deadhead” mail revenue at the 
very time when such cars were 
needed in the West to bring the 
food crop east. 

“This is ‘feather bedding’ in its 
simplest form,” stated Sen. Hum- 
phrey, as he presented the report 
to the Senate. “The railroads 
should not be deprived of any 
compensation which they earn, 
but they should not be allowed to 
gvp the U. S. treasury.” 





Conscience and the A-Bomb: 
A Catholic newspaper, Le Devoir, 
published in Montreal, reports 
that Robert Lewis, former bom- 
bardier in the U. S. Air Force who 
pressed the button which released 
the atom bomb on Hiroshima, has 
entered a monastery to recover his 
loss of “inner peace.” 





The Moving Spotlight 

Medical! Obstructionism: 
Some months ago Between The 
Lines reported a dangerous pre- 
dicament in our public health situ- 
ation, — a result of the American 
Medical Association’s policy of 
rigidly limiting the number of 
doctors being educated while our 
population continued to grow by 
leaps and bounds. We pointed 
out that in 50 years there has been 
little change in the number of 
doctors educated, while our popu- 
lation has almost doubled. 

Since BTL has been bombard- 
ed by some for bringing out such 
facts, (also heartily encouraged by 
scores of young doctors who are 
glad to see this problem break in- 
to the open) we were glad to note 
in a recent issue of Collier’s 
Magazine a strong expose on the 
same subject.  Collier’s points 
out that we are in a desperate 
medical plight due to the ob- 
structionist program of the AMA 
and are now facing the threat of 
war without enough doctors to 
take care of the most ordinary 
basic national needs. The Col- 
lier’s report supports the idea of 
Government aid for increasing 
medical educational facilities and 
scores the AMA for fighting such 
aid by labeling it “socialized medi- 
cine.” That the AMA realizes 
that the day has come for change 
is apparent in the fact that it 
recently led off with a $500,000 
appropriation for the expansion of 
medical educational facilities. But 
this move has already been ex- 
panded into a drive headed up by 
medical educators for $100 mil- 
lion for new medical schools with 
the announced object of securing 
Federal aid. 

Patent Medicines: A_ noted 
biochemist, Dr. Benjamin Ershoff 
of the University of Southern Cali- 
fornia, has issued a warning that 
the excessive use of many popular 
bromos and alkalizers is a contribu- 
ting cause of numerous nutritional 
diseases. The conscienceless ex- 
ploitation of American health by 
drug manufacturers is one of the 
surest ways of speeding “socialis- 
tic” state controls which will have 
been brought on not by left-wing- 
ers but by the lack of moral self- 
restraint in business. 


Hierarchy vs. Freedom: In 
all Roman Catholic countries the 


church maintains a strict control 
over all forms of public entertain- 
ment, literature and education. In 
the U.S., the hierarchy has estab- 
lished a Roman Catholic board of 
censorship which views all motion 
pictures and has endeavored to 
force all films to conform to Ro- 
man Catholic standards of moral 
and spiritual law, — and to ban 
all pictures by threatened boycott 
that in any manner conflict with 
the interests of the church. Since 
(continued third col., THIS page) 


X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 
darkness, with a vitality and agility only light weapons permit, to sur- 
round, bewilder and entrap superior forces. Behind this stabbing swirl- 
ing foe are great masses of men — “the immense hordes of the armed 
proletariat” — that can be brought up at the right moment to engulf 
our harassed and distraught brigades. 

IN OTHER WORDS, THIS IS REVOLUTIONARY WAR- 
FARE, — SOMETHING OUR GENERALS, ADMIRALS AND 
STRATEGISTS HAVE NEVER FACED, — AND THEY ARE 
ONLY NOW BECOMING DIMLY AWARE OF ITS CONSE- 
QUENCES. 

IT IS THIS FORCE, this psychological and ideological factor, 
that the Moscow plotters are counting on to fulfill their dreams of 
world conquest. This vaulting expectancy of a new world for the 
proletariat worker and landless peasant is the inspiration out of which 
they fashion their armies, armies to be matched against an over-extend- 
ed, financially drained, moribund capitalism. Hard times, privations 
and sacrifices the Communists accept with gusto for the “cause”; thus 
they view the fortunes of peace or war with equanimity and accept war 
as another way to hasten the exhaustion and collapse of capitalism and 
to expedite the spread of Marxism. Hence, every ounce of military 
extremism here means a pound of advantage to the Communist side. 

This is not to condemn all defense measures. In view of the 
hard realities of our day we accept the need of armed power to balance 
the armed might of Russia. But, as we have pointed out before and as 
all military statisticians agree, Russia’s armed might is in great land 
armies, short range fighter planes, and submarines. They have put 
such little emphasis on weapons essential for long range attack as to 
make such expectations absurd on our part, despite the current scream- 
ing and pointing at the skies. 

The military extremists reply that “even if they aren’t going to 
attack the U.S., they are going to over-run Europe as they did Asia.” 
But it was not Russian Communist troops who over-ran Asia, — it was 
Asiatic Communists. The Communist master plan did not vary in 
Asia and will not in Europe: “promote the breakdown of the non-Com- 
munist society and blow it up from within.” 

Yet it is of course conceivable that the Russian armies might 
over-run western Europe. That possibility should not be ignored. But 
if we accept the need of adequate western European defense, we must 
recognize that no amount of armed defense of Europe will prevent 
communism, — if that defense is mounted on poverty and empty 
stomachs which is exactly what will happen unless far more caution 
and restraint is exercised than is now evident. In the rush to mount 
the guns, our politico-military leaders are tossing aside all interest in 
further aid programs. European production must now be harnessed 
for defense. But European industry simply cannot maintain the neces- 
sary production for current needs and meet the rearmament require- 
ments our politico-militarists and headline voices here demand. 

If we force this big scale rearmament upon Europe, economic 
distress will undermine it all, and the people of Europe, becoming 
hungry and desperate, will collapse from within. The Communist Party 
in each country knows just what it will do in such an hour! It will end 
by the rearmament program falling into the hands of Russia. 

Thus the further we go to curb a changing world by force of 
arms, the deeper becomes our dilemma. Only as we lay greater em- 
phasis on the creation of moral and spiritual controls does our dilemma 
become manageable. There are many ways to make such controls as 
real and forceful as armaments, as we outlined in our issue of Nov. 
20th and will explore further in our next release. 


SPECIAL NOTICE 

With this issue, we have been compelled to change the sub- 
scription price of “Between The Lines” from $1 per year to $1.50 per 
year, due to rising costs. 

As far as we know, “Between The Lines” was the only publica- 
tion that had not raised its price since 1941! But at last we face the 
problem of either curtailing our contacts and services, or raising the 
price. After extensive consultation with subscribers and friends of 
“Between The Lines”, the verdict was unanimous — “Don’t curb the 
service, — raise the price.” No one seems to mind the fifty cents 
extra a year, but all protest the threat of losing any of “Between The 
Lines’” penetrating analyses and forecasts in the fields of war and 
peace, financial trends, political, labor and race relations and the other 
areas of modern life we cover. 

There are several special information services in the secular and 
business world which release about the same amount of material each 
month as does “BTL”, but their prices range from $8 to $24 per year! 
“Between The Lines” maintains substantially the same spread of con- 
tacts and still breaks records by offering this service for $1.50 per year 
or $3.00 for 2 years. Renewal notices will list the new subscription rate. 


The Moving Spotlight 

(continued) 
the Roman Catholic hierarchy by 
its own doctrinal statements acts 
upon the basis “that only truth is 
entitled to freedom, error has no 
right to be free” (from the Vati- 
can’s statement of Civilta Cattolica, 
April 3, 1948), the hierarchy feels 
that it has the right to so exert its 
influence even though the majority 
of the people in America are non- 
Catholic. 

Many progressive-minded Cath- 
olic laymen resent the high-hand- 
ed attitude of the hierarchy on this 
matter as do the non-Catholics, as 
is evidenced in the recent attempt- 
ed boycott of an Italian film in 
New York City. The film, “The 
Miracle” was declared blasphe- 
mous because of its portrayal of a 
feeble-minded girl who bears a 
child under the impression that 
she has conceived miraculously. 
Producers and defenders of the 
film declare there is no possible 
element in the film that can be 
considered as derogatory of the 
Scriptures. But the Roman Cath- 
olic hierarchy through its obedient 
Legion of Decency stirred a great 
uproar and persuaded New York 
City officials to ban the film. 
Legal action was brought to lift 
the ban and a fight ensued over 
the rights of the church to tell 
New Yorkers what they can and 
cannot see. Roman Catholics are 
on both sides of the arguments al- 
though those who oppose the hier- 
archy speak softly. Yet some 
Catholics have not hesitated to act 
against the censorship. Like the 
Roman Catholic judges in Ameri- 
can civil courts who openly an- 
nounced some months ago that 
they would not obey the order of 
the Vatican that Catholic laws 
governing marriage and divorce 
must stand above civil law, there 
are American Catholic laymen 
who put American traditions of 
freedom above Rome’s traditions. 





Self-Reliance: Young Norwe- 
gians have found a way to beat the 
housing shortage and the high cost 
of homes, reports Worldover 
Press. They are doing their own 
construction work, though fewer 
than one tenth of them have any 
connection with building trades. 
They have organized a Youth 
Self - Construction Association 
where instructions are provided in 
plumbing, electrical work, etc., 
and tool pools made available. In 
terms of American values a $7.000 
home would thus be provided for 
less than half the usual cost. Such 
a development may come in this 
country, for co-op groups are ex- 
perimenting with such plans and 
thousands of young married men, 
without the formal assistance 
which the Norwegians have or- 
ganized, are already building their 
own homes on a spare time pay- 
as-you-go basis, — a healthy sign. 





